Febniary  2,2017 
www.mbcb.ocg 


BSptistRecord 


o  U^.A,  ,  and  archives 

^  IZ  Tennessee 

^iSZQ,7 


Vbl.  141 
Na5 


briefs 


MEQISTIIffinONOPBlIS 

for  AfWWll«nNG  By  William  H.  Pwfcin. 

PHOENIX  (BP)— H*Qi»ire.  Editor 

twn  operwd  Fi*.  1  ^  tfw 

Sou«i*m8apt«Comi*r«ion  WUbam  Ckrev  ITniv.r^ 

a»Cert*r n Pho^ ^  tating  EF3  tornado  that  raked 

atSBCArv  «»«  end  to  the  other  on  Jan.  M 

P«>Pd«a  ctaaelvaumori^  Prei^nf  tSmIi'h  *** 

Krrsrs.'r" 

■sOvtiorw  n^Mar^rJ^.  Jwi.  SO.  While  our  ciini- 

^nSSSg." 

hx'  two  nrMMMngori.  wWi  <le«pite  the  min- 

uptolOaddhi^maaaeo-  *****  ^ 

nan  awaHatils  under  certain  mjunea  were 

«™in  noD-life-threatenin*. 

At  leart  three  MiKiasippi 
____  “Pdet  Convention  nxanoer 

B£vT)VEBi81£  COURSE  churchee  alao  wiatalned  A.m 

HtWCETON.  W.W.(BP)-  ^al;  and  New  Tertamm 

The  eonorpt  of  Bibla  oouraaa  Church.  Hattieabui*. 
otiarod  aa  ataottvM  in  U5.  In  order  for  WCU  atudents  ' 

public  actnoti  ia  being  taalad  to  complete  the  laat  two  week, 

after  the  Freedom  From  of  the  winter  trimester,  many 

Haligion  Foundation  (FF«F)  claaaee  were  moved  to  an  on- 

announoad  it  haa  filed  a  lave-  Une  format.  Claaaes  that  moat 

Kft  on  behaH  of  foa  parer*  meet  foce-to-foce  have  been 

of  a  kindargarian  aiudant  to  moved  to  the  UnivetBity  of 

halt  such  deaiea  in  Mercer  •  Southern  Ifiaabaippi  (USM) 
Crmrcy,  W.Va.,  Pubic  Schoola  alao  in  Hattiesburg,  and  to  k>- 
(MCPSl  Tha  couraa  haa  been  cal  churchea  that  volunteered 
oftared  for  76  ytara  in  M(3%  claaatoom  apace, 
and  is  availabis  at  19  alamart-  Emating  online  ciaaaea  re- 
tary  and  mideia  acfioolt.  sumed  tbrir  lemilar  acbed^ 

*w  FFflf  laid  n  iti  iawauit  last  week  and  flie  CoOeCe  of  t 


remains  open  during  rebuilding 


PWICETON.  W.W.  (BP)  - 
Tha  eonoapt  Of  Bifala  oouraaa 
cXfared  as  ataothea  in  U5. 
public  tchooli  is  being  taalod 
after  the  Freedom  From 
Religion  Foundation  (FF«F) 
announoad  it  haa  filed  a  lava- 
wit  on  behalf  of  foa  parer* 
of  a  kindargartan  aiudant  to 
halt  such  daaaaa  in  Mercer  • 
Crmrey,  W.Va,  Pubic  Schoolt 
(MCPS)  The  couraa  haa  been 
oftared  for  76  yeera  in  M(3>S 
and  ia  availabia  at  19  alaman 
tary  and  mideia  acfiooft. 

*>a  FFflf  laid  n  itt  Iawauit. 
About  9.000  amdanta  ate  an- 
•oled  in  MCPS.  according  id 
•ha  Bchod  ayalam'i  wabarla. 

MEW  BIBtf  FROM 

UREwmrcoyMG 

;*ASFhAU£(BP)_Lif,VVay 

Chnaun  Haaourcaa  haa  arv 
ntwead  foe  lalaaii  of  the 
HaefoAahaiad  Southern 
^pbfteMity’a  new  Chhaaen 
Siaiert  Bible  (CS8)  at  GS- 
BWe.oom.  wdh  prim  vamona 
•»aiabie  in  eaify  Merch,  Aa  a 
'•vision  of  tha  Holman  Ctvia- . 

tian  Standard  Bible  (HCSB). 
the  CSe  helencea  Ungutic' 
(PWPton  10  the  opgi^ 
‘aosueges  and  fee£blity  n 
oo«aniporafy  Engiah  TAIa 
habaw  tfaa  ■  a  trarratstion 
thet  combnea  accuracy  and 
'••'labiity  MSlhout  corrmro- 
•niM.*  aaltnfovm  Wta.  B«a 
^  iwinance  pubWwr  St 
BCtH  PubiaNng  Graup.  pad 
ofUleVMby 


lest  week  and  flie  College  of 

WMUs 
lend  aid 
to  Carey 
students 

BIRMMQHAM,  Ala.  (Bf>  and 
focal  raporta)  -  Chadrcn  of 
mWooaries  (MKa)  and  inter¬ 
national  Student,  attencfing 
fornado-nvaaed  WiSiam  Chrey 
University  in  Miasimippt  are 
^  aanated  by  a  $5,000  HEART 
nrod  grant  from  the  natioiMl 
Woman's  Miasionary  Union 
(WMU)  and  the  WMU  Founda- 
tion,  both  in  Binnin^tam. 

HM  WMU  oti  p.  • 


Oeteopethic  Medicine  (COH)' 
waa  up  and  running  just  a  few 
da)»  after  the  storm.  That’s  be¬ 
cause  USM’s  nufsing  program 
recently  occupied  their  new 
budding,  and  the  WCU  medkal 
•chool  was  able  to  move  into 
the  old  USM  nursing  budding. 

The  toniedo  damaged  90K  of 
the  buddingB  on  WClTs  campm. 


but  several  dantoom  budding 
and  seven  dotm.  are  Kfaeduled 
to  be  open  when  the  spring  tri¬ 
meter  begiiM  on  Feb.  20. 

Registration  for  the  spring 
semester  ia  continuing  for  cur¬ 
rent  and  new  students,  and 
the  Admissions  Office  is  also 
Ptocessing  application.s  for  the 
tall  trimester. 


Two  of  the  women’s  doiais. 
Roes  and  Johnson  halls,  will 
have  to  be  demolished  as  wilj 
the  venerable  campus  land¬ 
mark  TMum  Court,  built  in- 
1914-  Other  casualties  of  the 
storm  include  an  administra¬ 
tion  and  classroom  building. 

•M  REpUUIINa  on  p  9 


Missionary 

Ministries  (WMUA^)  hostad  a  lunchmin  in 
Fbmfrwbwg  sponaorwf  by  First  Church,  Jackson,  to  minister  to 
Willie  Carey  Universjtyli  children  of  missionartes  students 
end  International  students  affected  by  the  Jen.  21  tornado 
that  devastated  the  school's  Hattiec'ciurg  campus.  On  hand 
^re  ClndyTownsend  (seated,  loft),  Mise.  WMU/WM  eaecutive 
Arertor/tmasuror;  Linde  Donnell  jbadt.  fifth  from  right),  Chris 
ben  Vltomen  s  Job  Corpe/Chiiatian  Men's  Job  Corps  regional 
Hattiesburg-  arid  G  wan  Williams  (seated,  right). 
MW.  WMU  executive  board  member.  (BR  photo) 


'  1  ■ 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Watch  that  overcommitment 

'  I  'ibe  fiiM  tiiae  I  e««r  ate  ihadk  BMt 


Guest  t^tinion 

with  John  weaver 


- - ; - uuK,  «  Min;*.  ■ 

piece  (tf  shark  iDMt  is  my  mouth. 

I  I  never  had  this  before  and  knew 

nothi^  about  the  texture. 

Let’s  Jnst  say,  it  wm  very  chewy.  I 
jwmd  up  Mting  on  that  |»ece  of  meat 
for  quite  a  Lmt  time.  Because  I  was 
tTO  proud  or  embarrassed  to  spit  the 
piece  of  shark  meat  out,  I  just  kept 

oa  it  whUe  the  rest  of  my  food 
got  c<dd  and  my  wife  finished  about 
half  of  her  meal. 

Many  times  in  lite,  we  bite  off  more 

Bian  we  w  chew.  Like  me,  we  may  be 
too  proud  Of  embarrassed  to  admit  that 
we  overcommitted  ourselves  —  and 
wiU  Jim  continue  to  chew  and  chew 
and  chew. 

Some  of  us  overeommit  because 
we  are  unaMe  to  say  no.  Others  do  so 
Sf*“^they  feel  thm  the  job  wont  get 
done.  Othm  overeommit  owmise  tfiw 
are  wMkahobcs  and  dont  realise  they 

are  one  person.  As  Christ  ^low¬ 
ers,  tt^  are  many  good  tiuncs  includ¬ 
ing  spirit^  activhies  which  constantly 
COTPete  for  our  attention.  It  can  be 
challenging  to  know  when  to  say  no. 

Tnm  are  many  diffSerent  plans  or 

techniques  that  are  useful  in  hdping 

balance  our  yw  and  no  commitme^. 
Asfwowers  of  Christ,  we  I ' 
be^  by  ooounitting  or  surreoderuig 
aU^  we  do  to  the  Lord  (Pro.  16:3; 

fsikn  _ _  .  . 


do  it  well?  Will  I  need  to  stop  doiiu 
•“Other  commitment  in  mder  to  make 
room  fM  this  new  opportunify?  If  so, 
nm  of  my  food  ’»bat  wfll  tiiat  be? 

.  ■  What  concerns  do  I  have?  What 
will  d  cq«  me  if  I  say  yes,  or  what  will  i 
cost  me  if  I  say  no? 

■  Is  this  something  tihat  only  I  can  d. 
or  00^  It  be  delented?  Is  tins  some¬ 
one  else  8  respoofUiility  or  nhiblem? 


sad  to 

stndywiArimwi  ■ 


himsrff  by  trying  to  Judge  every  single 
di  Wwment  the  people  of  Israel  hid 
with  esch  other. 

- - - people  who  are  with  you] 

for  the  teak  M  too  heavy  for  you;  you 
cannot  do  it  alone.*  ^  I 

TTiat’s  good  counsel.  Don’t  overroml 

mityour^f.  It’s  not  good  for  you  or  I 

anyone  ebe.  I 

fj'eaver  it  a  Chritkni  Mm  eoaeh  ^ 
^pa^orofMorte  Mill  Church  in  • 
Dittmer,  Mo.  His  commentary 


BIflh 
Just, 
of  ai 
haul 
Ba|^ 
sittia 
horn 
So 
sett, 
the  r 
BinnI 
vis  se 
for  a 
the  di 
tor  Pa 
about 


garbai 
Th 
it’s  vil 
Brash) 

Churd 


jit»  ii.'A* ,  riTiTi ) r 

|,iV 

NAIIOWI 

OHOGRAP’' 


GENDER 

revolution—! 


gender 

devolution 


Nat  Geo  criticized  for  special 

I^ASHVIUEIW  — r  ,-  W  W  ■  ■ 


gender  issue 


comments  about  the  i*- 
^mce  we  shared  photos  of 
mecw our spedaf issue  on 
gyy  op  Instagnun,  Facebook. 

tens  of  tfjousaiKk 

Eons,  from  expresrioiw  of 
aM  gratitude  to  utter  fitly, 
than  a  few  have  vowed  to 
ca^  tjw  subscriptions.' 
J^^rg  describes  the  bio- 
logi^  bw  on  the  cover  as  hav- 
”8l»yed  as  an  openly  trans- 
^n^  prl  smce  age  five.'  and 


Pefetriturt  Kv 

^*^^ofgeSer\aS^ 


-ase  from  N^nal  Ger^phir 
the  growiDB  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  gender  fliiiditv  is  a 

«“L«ro?i:u£s-: 

**oote  and  promoted  the  the¬ 
ory  of  ^ution.  and  also  the 
resiA  of  ^  church  being  lax  in 
creation. 

I  bdi^  what  we’re  seeing 
a  whole,  the  cuhuie  1^ 
a|>arKloned  God’,  Word,'  he 
°****'*d.  'God  is  turning  this 

dow  consequences. 

KomansimaJces  it  very,  very 
clw  that  a  8%n  God  is  turning  a 
culture  over  to  judgment  is  tnLs 
uu^asmg  rejection  of  tout  ftin- 
oamental  sexual  nature  and  not 
even  lust  a  refection  of  it,  but  ba- 
sica^  a  celebration  of  [thiit  re- 
J^ibnj  becaase  Romans  i  savn 
they  approve  of  these  thirds  ' 


a«n*,  o)!r^  *•«'«  of  1 

young  aduhs  said  to  be  dasufiori  •**”**  cuator 

IBP  phouVNational  Gaog^^Sioto;  a  ran^a  of  aatf-daacripi 

infichadr™ 

crty.StantOTsiS,  ^Uv\»^to  cataw,' One 

tKidj^pnr?3S.A.^  “'-CS"? 

SgB 

'3X'a„"s  ssr'£r;S.^SK 


ace  growing  for  Christian-based  radio 

rHs: 

>d  himself  Talk,  to  get  to  hear  ’  ™  said  he  enjoys  the 

HHHHI 

e  wav  Da  known  oamcs  in  here 

pood^cc  pr^bften,  but  we  are  also  def- 

twspofe  wtattab<IS!S2SJJtS,|Jto^  ^**a*“*l^m'"pS^nic?h^ 

•  IS-Ss"“|s^"  ■Ml  1 

na^^LS'SifefeilhS  Ssdl^'^^n^*^"™  HtrrtNG  THE  AIR  -  Greg  Dav,s,  h 

“ """  p.2;='SL'K3’.“as 


program 
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SpeMilbeooiaMmorecofnmtedm 
our  cdtuR  with  eveiy  MMng  day, 
You  would  think  m%lit  get  uaec 

to  aome  of  k.  but  I  coofcaa  to  you  diat  t 
(dB  am  ibocaad  1^  aome  of  tna  thins* 

1  bear  on  ptMic  airwavH  or  aca  written 
or  get  sem  to  me  in  digitid  form.  The 


culbite,%irbetfaerttiiUi*o«ndBord%i- 
tal  font*  or  aigitt,  la  vtdgat,  demean¬ 
ing,  dearadii^  taDMopet,  often  groat, 
unoou^  kmw  nwm-iah,  and 
fvft)  gutter  tsuL 

Speech  it  nowerflti  thing.  In  fact  die  ■ 
wiae  man  of  toe  Old  Tcatament.  Solo¬ 
mon,  taid  life  and  death  I*  in  dte  power 
of  die  tongue.  Today,  with  an  the  q^eecb 
oodeta  wenave,  we  can  mead  a  M 
of  tradi  quickiy  and  eaaiv.  It  la  taking 
dace  evtsywhere  —  in  the  achoela;  on 
teatreeta;  in  the  newapiyer^  om  die 
tdevLdon  and  radio;  and  capedaily  in 
aodal  media.  It  ia  a  part  of  maiq' of  our 
leader*  aa  deal  with  each  odter  and 
even  deal  with  na.  The  wtoag  kind  of 
apeech  pattern*  and  worda  are  uaed  to 
gatattaotiooanddoharmaiidbedra- 
madc.'lhavee*eBheerdfiramao0iepai- 
□to  ««ord*  that  when  need  when  1  was 


^toacnrif*  diractaMra 


Cairaidtoa  Baarti 


Speech 


In  ichool,  got  foOa  aent  to  the  ptindpara 
ofiioe.  Yet  they  have  hecoene  aooeptafale 
norma  for  maiiy  people. 

Where  did  aU  dda  cooM  feon?  To 
whom  can  it  be  attiibmed?  Inteteat- 
tngjfe  enough,  aome  people  once  it 
to  the  drat  time  a  cutae  word  waa 
used  on  the  natfonal  aoene  in  the  grand 
production  of  a  morie  called.  Gone 
widi  dm  Wind.  You  know  die  femoua 
quote  where  Clark  Gable,  dm  leading 
man.  temarka  at  dm  end  of  dm  film, 
'FtanUy,  my  doai,  I  really  donY  care.* ' 
No,  of  coprae.  he  didnY  aay  that.  He 
said.  ‘FianUy,  niy  dear,  I  don't...,*  and 
1  canY  remonber  dm  test  of  the  quote. 
Tffi  not  being  a  Puritan  or  squeamish 
about  all  this  language  atuft  but  to 


trace  it  back  to  there  is  to  aay  there  was 
a  door  opened  that  allowed  people  to 
feel  tii^  could  repeat  vrhat  was  said  ' 
on  dm  big  screen  during  a  poptdar  hit 
movie  of  dm  time. 

There  are  diinga  we  aap  that  we 
woiddnY  aay,  but  we’re  willing  to  quote 
soombody  w  saying  it  aa  if  mat  mahea 
it  okipr.  Ira  not  raally  okay,  but  that's  dm 
world  we  bat  in.  The  ddcto  that  were 
acid  aeroas  dm  natfou  in  me  recent  U.S. 
presidential  campaign ->  the  diinga  dm 
candidate*  said  to  eneh  odmr,  about 
each  admr,  and  bcbiod  aaah  udmr's 
backs  —  hmed  move  at  down  dm  Hna 
tonewtndlowerkwtoawayfromgta- 
cioM,  dmugfatfid,  and  pure  apeech. 

In  recent  day*,  dm  nadonwide  and 
intetnatioiialwoamn'aniaichteliadof' 
feiuive  aigM  and  apeaker*  whose  apeedi 
we  need  to  guard  oiildren  and  young 
people  feom  heethig.  I  didnY  care  about 
neanng  It  myaelf  and  though  dm  women 
said  tb^wuited  to  be  equal  rrithtbe 
men,  Tm  afrtod  that  in  fact  dnyY*  get¬ 
ting  there  but  they  have  had  to  take  a 
long  ttep  down  ID  gat  there. 


Speech  has  beoonm  aucfa  a  strange 
dung  in  the  newly-developiim  ports  of 
social  media  diat  at  thnea  1  tmnk  Tm 
living  on  the  edge  of  dm  Tower  of  Bdml. 
tbm  are  things  said  or  shown  that  I 
donY  even  know  what  they’re  talking 
about  and  when  I  ask  what  it’a  about,  I 
wish  I  badnY  been  told  what  it  means. 

It  la  ifistiirbing.  It  is  shocking,  and 
with  a  few  amixka  Hid  quirks  it  Mconies 
a  part  of  our  natfonal  feamewotk  for 
speaking.  It  ia  not  gaod.  If  you  drink 
that  aotada  old  feuioimd  andout  of 
tondi  with  today's  world,  w^  count 
me  in.  I  do  bdim  dm  BtUe  has  some¬ 
thing  to  say  about  how  w«  neak  and 
what  it  poilnyt  and  whare  tt.oomes 
ftnm  in  ow  Uvea.  Ptoveibs  ifimynjnb 
'An  ungodh  man  diggeth  im  evs:  and 
fat  bis^ia  mete  is  as  a  bunung  fire.* 
The  next  veree  aa^  *A  forward 
verae]  man  aoweth  strife:  and  a  vads- 
perer  aeparateth  chief  friends.* 

.  Jean*  teQs  us  in  Matdmw  12:34  that 
'b  is  out  of  the  abundanee  of  our  heart* 
that  words  and  expreasioas  eoom  feom 
our  mouths.  The  words  you  say.  dm 


your  lifc,  come  out  of  dm  cohditioo  of 
your 'uteiit.  The  New  Testament  book  of 
James  has  more  to  am  about  our  qmech 
and  our  tongues  and  tos,  per  vme, 
than  any  other  book  of  the  BBile.  James 
wants  us  that  we  should  not  ^  our 

our  Ups,  oureoteswanicstion.  to 


MIC  UWl  WV  gMUillliy  «UgU  U«U1S4^‘ 

lac  «od  ouitfii)  aod  hctefuT 

I  uaderstandJamea  knew  nothing 
about  computen  or  blogs  or  tweets  or 
emails.  He  knew  nothing  about  lO  the 
dectronic  stuff  ffaat  can  tie  instantly 
sent  around  the  world,  even  anony¬ 
mously,  but  what  he  did  know  was  that 
the  ton^  is  a  powerful  weapon  and 
what  you  say  can  do  great  damage.  His 
word  was  shaped  like  this,  ‘Even  so  th„ 
tongue  is  a  little  meniber,  andboast- 
eth  great  t^illgs.  Behold,  how  great  a 
matter  a  little  fire  Undwthl  And  the 
toimue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniouity:  so 
is  the  tongue  amimg  our  members, 
it  defileth  dm  whole  body,  and  setteth 
on  fire  ^  course  of  nature;  sad  it  is 
-  set  on  fire  of  hdl*  (Janies  3:5-6).  Prettj 
descriptive  stuff  to  help  us  under- 
touad  dm  warped  speera  of  our  world 
today  ia  not  becauae  of  great  htteUec- 
tual  advancements,  but  due  to  nmal 
degradetion  that  finds  its  way  Into  our 
eoRopt  bearta  and  then  exits  duough 
our  mouths. 

(fen  we  change  all  of  dds  in  our 
wodd>4faybe  not,  but  you  and  1  can 
changeitinoiirawnihmandinida- 
tioosbtp*  and  in  the  way  we  gp  about 
aqpicsMng  oundvc*  pimiiciy.  private, 
to  mends  and  femiK,  and  to  people  we 
dooY  even  know.  We  can  let  the  Lord 
shiuM  and  Uee*  a  oommunicatfon  that 
willbe  laoed  with  love  and  redemptive  ij 
nature  to  hdp  those  around  OB.  j 

Ihs  author  eon  be  coWDCtsd  (W  dtrel 

rfofis#fnbeb.prp. 


Staff  Changes 


Just  for  the  Record 


FIRST  CHURCH.  FLORA,  held  its  annual  Sonahinsra'  Bfcthday  Lunch  celetKatinq  the  birth 
day*  of  sU  its  membars  Jan.  10;  Gil  Powell,  apeeker. 


MOUNT  VERNON  CHURCH,  LAUDERDALE,  has  calleci 
PsulTroapher  aa  paator.  He  1$  ^own  with  hia  wife,  Katrina, 
and  tons  Caleb  and  Gabriel. 


7^ 


nearina  is  Believin 


* 


Islamic  extremist  minority 
stirs  up  hatred  in  Uganda 


GUKTJ  VQ  KJQXQBNXQ,  ULC  RXUV 
USGUVD,  KJUK  VQ  WUV  MQ 
UTTNOLKQC  GNXKJV  KN  QDTURQ  I 
KJQDQ  KJHLZD  KJUK  DJUSS  TNWQ 
RUDD,  ULC  KN  DKULC  MQNBXQ  KJ<; 
DNL  NB  WUL. 

SOFQ  KGQLKV-NLQ:  KJHXKV-DHP 


AMURIA,  Uganda  (BP)  —  Is¬ 
lamic  eirtremiste  ambushed 
IT  in  eastern 

Uganda  last  month  after  a 
young  Muslim  sheikh  sent 
to  as^inate  him  durin* 
won^ip  instead  accept^ 

extremists 
had  sent  the  sheikh,  an  Islam¬ 
ic  teacher  trained  in  Islamic 
proselytixation,  to  the  Pente- 
costal  Upright  Church  to  kill 


Uganda 


Gtoi%e  Uweu.  During 
j  Edweu  s  sermon  on  hearing 

i  the  voiw 

'  of  God,  the  power  of  the  Go«- 


- .  power  of  the  Goe- 

I«1  convicted  the  sheik  of  his 


.  sin,  Edweu  said.  '  " 

j  News  ofthe  former  sheikh’s 

conversion  shocked  the  com- 
;  mui^,  and  the  24^r-old 
‘  newly  converted  Oiristian 

;  went  into  hiding.  He,  his  wife. 

,  and  two  children  ages  two  and 

;  four  took  refuge  at  an’undis- 
■  closed  location. 

I  later  on  Jan  2 

M^lims  ambushed  Edweu 
when  he  arrived  for  a  devo¬ 
tion  at  the  church  in  Amuria 
about  170  miles  north  of  Kam¬ 
pala.  Six  masked  men  grabbed 
Edweu  and  demanded  that 
he  reveal  the  whereabouts 
of  the  sheikh.  Some  of  the 

with  sticks. 

J  ‘Inwn,  a  vehicle 
with  bright  lights  flashed 
which  scared  them  away,  and 
they  disappeared  into  the 
nearby  bush,’  Edweu  told 
Morning  Star,  ’fhe  vehicle 
arnvH  and  took  me  into  the 
church  compound.  Inside  the 
church  building  we  found 
a  letter  with  a  threatening 
message;  'We  are  going  to  de¬ 
stroy  your  church  unless  Vou 
show  us  where  [name  with¬ 
held)  is.” 

Area  Muslims  ha' 
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This  oast  December,  rela¬ 
tives  of  a  former  Islamic 
Attacked  his  6()-year- 
,  ti)other  for  becoming 
a  Christian,  wounding  her 
head  and  breaking  her  hand 
sources  said.  Aimuna  Nainu- 
tongi  sustained  a  deep  cut 
on  her  forehead.  She  and  her 
son  .Malik  Higenvi,  whom 
.Muslim  relatives  had  beat 
en  uncon.scious  on  Nov  i;t 
after  he  made  a  public  profi  - 
sion  of  faith  in  Christ,  luari- 
aged  to  escapr-  the  attackers 
in  December. 

Namiitongi  had  been  con 
verted  through  her  son's  te  ■!; 
inony.  a  local  source  said 
V'illagers  recounted  isol.u 
ed  attacks  dating  back  to  last 
June.  About  H  ,  .  ol  the  people 
in  Uganda  arc  ('hrisMaii  and 
11%  .Muslim,  with  some  east 
ern  areas  having  large  .Muslim 
populations.  The  country's 
constitution  and  other  laws 
provide  for  religious  freedom, 
inrluding  the  right  to  propa 
gate  one's  faith  ami  convert 


By  the  numbers 

About  85%  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  m  Uganda  are  Chris¬ 
tian  and  11%  Muslim, 
with  some  eastern  areas 
having  large  Muslim  pop¬ 
ulations.  The  coontry's 
constitution  and  other 
laws  provide  for  religious 
freedom,  including  the 
fight  to  propegate  one  s 
faith  and  convert  from 
one  faith  to  another,  but 
Christians  in  eastern 
Uganda  are  suffering 
continual  attacks  by  non- 
stata  figures 


.  Muslims  have  report¬ 

edly  been  announcing  the 
conversion  weekly  as  they 
pther  for  mosque' prayers.  A 
local  Christian  resident  told 
M9rning  Star  News  that  on 
Fridays  he  has  heard  over  the 
mosque  loudspeaker,  ’[Name 
withheld]  needs  to  die  for  for¬ 
saking  Islam.' 

When  converted,  the  sheik 
had  rushed  up  to  the  podium 
and  fallen  at  the  feet  of  Ed¬ 
weu.  who  stopped  preaching 
and  questioned  the  young 
man.  ^  tears  rolled  dow-n  the 
sheikh  s  cheeks,  he  answered, 

I  was  sent  to  come  and  at¬ 
tack,  to  kill  the  pastor  and  de¬ 
stroy  the  church,*  according 
to  the  pa.stor. 

The  Muslim  repented  in 
front  of  the  congregation, 
Edweu  prayed  for  him,  and 
I  .  would-be  assassin  put  his 
faith  in  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior,  the  pastor  said 
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t  for  the  Record 

The  Brotherhood  of  OWTHirM 
MBMOMAL  CHUnCH. 
JACIC80N,providedaChn*t- 
ma*  mMl  and  party  for  the 
padant*.  raaMents,  and  naff  at 
the  Misaieaippi  State  Hoapitat. 

FKST  CHURCH.  MAOtSON. 

ia  hoatfo8Woman%  Winter 
VWekandFeb.3-4.Frt.,e:30- 
8:30  pm;  Sat,  9  a-m.  -  rwonc 
Vidd  Courtney,  apeaker.  Sherry 
Carter,  yworahtp  leader  Tickeia 
for  Friday  are  $1ft  ticketa  for  Sat¬ 
urday  areSZO;  weekend  paasea. 

SZSTKkats  ayartable  at  WWW. 
FBCMadMOaorgAaorneriemtnie' 
try  or  at  <801 )  86fr61 77  Shown  it 
the  ptannina  oonrvnittee. 

The  RAk  from  CALVARY 
CHURCH,  MIAXTON.  spent 
two  days  rakfog  yards  for  a 
widow.  Shown  are  Edward 
Stevens,  Jody  Stevens,  Justin 
Johna,  Wyatt  Hidcman,  and 
RA  leader  Willie  Johns. 

TUCKERS  CROSSING 
CHURCH,  LAUREL,  and  the 
Glade  volurrtear  Firs  and  Res¬ 
cue  team  partnered  to  deliver 
food  items  to  families  in  the 
Glade/ruckara  Crossing  area 
for  the  second  year.  Micella 
Rowell,  aeeietent  fire  chief, 
ar>d  Carol^  Holifield.TUcksre 
Crocsing,  ooordineted  the  ef¬ 
fort.  Eddie  Bryent,  psstor. 

~  Ladieefrom  STRONG  HOPE 
CHURCH,  WCMON.  col- 
lectad  438  blsn«  .Ja  for  Socks 
for  Heroes  front  church 
members  attd  the  surround- 
irrgcommuntty.  These  were  . 

(levered  to  four  Vaterans 
nursing  homes  in  the  state. 

Robin  Riahar.  pastor. 

CALHOUN  CHURCH.  HOT 
COPFEE,  prasontad  O  Come 
UP  Us  Adore  Him.  Showrt, 
front,  are  Larxion  iCeyea;  aec- 
orxi  row,  Nelda  Keyes,  Vicioiia 
Coats,  Joan  Oaea,  Mary  Coafo, 
and  Qrtdy  Hall;  third  row, 

Michael  Co^  pastor  Dacvi 
Coats,  and  George  Hanaatiing. 


.jm 


m 


-i 


The  adult  choir,  youth,  and  ahiidren  of  HICKORY  GROVE 
CHURCH,  LAMAR,  prsaentad  the  Oristmaa  musical,  0 
Holy  Night,  Dec.  n. 


Vo 


'.laTv-' 


■Vs- 


UM  H. 


CORNOUrrONE  CHURCH  QRSEWV1LIJE. 
ordafoadWUlla'W^  as  deacon  Jan.  22.  Ha  is 
shown  with  hie  wife  Vkgirtia  ai>d  aanior  pastor 
Jack  Manor. 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  FOXWORTH,  or 
daitred  Ban  White  sa  deacon  Jan.  15.  Shown 
are  White,  Leigh  Whita,  artd  pastor  Tim 
Parker. 


6 


Ftbrmiry  2,2017  The  Baptist  Rh^iki’ 


mbdMTstion  of  new  (J.S.  Pred-  after  aU,  committed  to  tbe  Good 
dent  Donald  Trump-,  seemed  News  of  everlasting  1%. '  We 
to  provi^  a  heightened  level  should  march  to  show  that  every 
of  optimism  amc^  the  march-  life  has  chgnity  and  also  that  ^ 
era.  The  Republican  President  sus  offers  forgiveness  for  every 
signed  an  executive  order  Jan.  sin,  ftedyofiem  to  everyone,  no 
33  to  reinstate  the  so-caDed  matter  v^t  he  orsbe  has  done.’ 
Mexico  Ohy  Policy,  a  ban  on  fed-  In  his  speech  at  the  pte- 
eralftmds  going  to  international  match  raDy,  Pence  told  the 
otpoiizations  uiat  perform  or  crowd  gathered  on  the  grounds 
promote  abortions  overseas,  of  the  Washington  Monument, 
unmediate  past  U&  President  '[Blecause  of  afl  of  you,  and  the 
Barack  Obama,  a  Democrat,  had  many  thousands  that  sfend  with 
previously  issued  an  eaecutive  us  in  marches  like  this  aU  aoroas 
order  cripiding  enfmcement  of  the  nation,  life  is  winning  again 
thejxdicy.  in  America.* 

*lVump  also  had  promised 'iur-  K^dlyanne  Comvay,  counselor 

ing  last  year’s  dectxn  campaign  to  the  president,  also  spoke  of  the 
to  %rock  to  defund  Planneu  Par-  hope  among  pro-life  Americans, 
entbood  andjcnact  a  permanent,  'TUi  is  a  new  day,  a  new 
Bovemroesd-wide  ban  on  federal  dawn  for  Bfe,'  she  said,  adding  k 
Rinding  of  abortions,  aoroeti^  .  is  *a  time  of  iccredibir  promise* 
the  Hotme  of  Representatives  for  the  pno-Kfc  movement, 
voted  to  do  Jan.  34.  pto-hfOT  to  te 

VS.  Soiator  Roger  Wicker,  a  compaaiionate  toward  aU  Amen- 
RfwjJlfsn  ftom  MissMipi,  is  cans.  *We  have  come  to  m  1^ 
ooebfthreerooosorsofttiebin.  tocic  moment  in  the  oauae  for  life. 
Republican  Thad  Cochran,  Mis-  and  we  must  meet  this  moment 


MARCHING  FOR  LIFE  —  Staff  mambera  of  the  Southarn 
Baptist  Ethics  &  Ratigious  Liberty  Commission  and  Fc^t  on 
tha  Family,  among  othars,  gatbar  for  the  March  for  Ufa  Jan. 
27  in  tha  midst  of  the  Evangelicals  for  Life  conference.  (BP 


VP  Pence:  Life  is 
‘winning  again’ 


MMSHMQTDN  (BP  and  local 

raastSs)  -  IJ.S.  Vice  Presided 
lAe  Pmce  declared,  “Life  is 
winning  again  in  America,’  in 
hia  hiatotic  appearance  Jan.  a? 
before  a  massive  March  for  life 
prolife  crowd  that  included  a 
coBfiynt  of  ScutiierD  Baptists 
atttffeBK  the  Evangdicab  for 
UfecoORrenoe. 

Sworn  in  as  vice  president 
only  a  week  before.  Pence  be- 
Cfone  the  first  person  bolding 
that  office  to  sp^  in  person  at 
the  March  for  Life  in  its  44-year 
hiatoiy.  No  U,S.  president  has 
ever  attended  the  annual  event. 

Pence's  appeanmce,  as  wdl  as 
Dromiies  aria  actiocs  bv  the  ad- 


and  urged  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tians  to  oecome  more  involved 
in  the  event. 

This  is  an  important  mo¬ 
ment  each  yw  for  advocates  of 
human  dignity,  and  oui  gather¬ 
ing  this  year  sent  another  mes¬ 
sage  to  Washington  and  be- 
yoM  that  unborn  life  matters,* 
said  Moore.  'I'm  thankful  ft>r 
this  geneistion's  stand  for  life, 
and  my  prayer  is  that  what  this 
mardi  stands  for  will  soon  not 
be  known  m  a  movement,  but  as 
a  consensus.* 

Moore  told  Baptist  Press  in 
written  comments,  *It’s  impera¬ 
tive  for  evangelical  Christians  to 
be  nart  of  tms  march.  We  are. 


TRUE  LOVE  —  Retired  bivocational  pastor  L.C.  Jones  and  bis  wife  Jerry,  married  in 
1947,  are  depicted  in  these  undated  photographs.  GuideStone  Financial  Resources' 
Mission:Dignity  ministry  has  helped  the  couple  and  thousands  more  retired  servants  of  God 
meet  financial  needs  after  retirement.  (BP  submited  photo) 

MissioniDignity  at  work 
in  faithful  servants'  lives 


photo  courtesy  ot  josn  3nan«/no«»i 


DALLAS  (BPI  -  Hard  work 
was  nothing  new  for  bivoca- 
ti  inal  pastor  L.C.  Jones.  After 
decades  of  laboring  in  sewing 
factoifes,  he  was  accustomed  to 
swesAina  it  out  for  the  sake  of 
hisfomlty. 

*rve  worhed  bB  summer  mow¬ 
ing  yards,  trying  to  save  enou^ 
money  to  fix  my  wife's  t«4h,*  ne 
said. ‘T  plan  to  work  next  .summer 
to  finish  paying  for  her  teeth.* 

That  was  in  2013.  The  blaxing 
Texas  beat  wasn't  gmng  to  )tola 
him  back  from  earning  enug^ 
so  dxit  Jern- could  get  her  teeth, 
eveh  though  the  retired  pastor 
was  then  86  years  old. 

UC.  Bixi  Jerw  were  married 
in  March  1947.  Four  years  later, 
they  came  to  feith  in  Christ  and 
then  answered  a  call  to  ministiv' 
in  1952.  Prairie  Grove  Church 
in  Texas  was  their  firS  church, 
and  it  had  only  ^  members. 
Greenwood  Chuiro  in  Weath¬ 
erford,  Thxas,  with  an  avera^ 
attendance  of  75,  %vaa  ptobeMy 
the  largest  in  their  43  years  of 
service  togetiier. 

'Moat  of  my  pastorates  were 
bivocatianal.*  Lc.  tecafied. 
’Some  cfaurffies  could  hanfiy  pay 
a  smd  amount  and  none  of  them 
coi^  contribute  to  a  retiremem 
’  plaa  I  never  paaloredanv  church 
—  never  coosaJered  any  (iuiTch  — 
based  on  what  money  they-  paid 
I  jus*  took  what  they  ofleiwi  awl 
that  satisfied  me. 

’Moving  frxxn  one  plare  to 
another,  Inad  to  take  whatever 
work  I  could  find  to  support  my 
femity.  That  wsa  just  a  feel.  Moat 
of  the  time,  1  worked  in  sew-ing 
fectories  as  a  maintenance  cnan. 
In  thoae  days,  no  matter  wtvrt 


'Some  churches 
could  hardly  pay  a  small 
amount  and  none  of 
them  could  contribute  to 
a  retiramant  plan.  1  never 
pastored  any  church  — 
never  centered  any 
church  —  based  on  what 
nxyney  they  paid.  I  just 
took  what  they  offered 
and  that  satisfied  me  * 

L.C.  Jonaa 
ratirsd  paator 

town  you  went  to,  there  wa-s  a 
sewing  factory.* 

By  2012,  mete  were  no  more 
pastorates  for  the  Joneses,  no 
mote  sewing  factories,  and 
no  extra  money  available  for 
dental  work  except  what  1-t'. 
earned  that  summer  mcrw-iriK 
yarda.  That’s  what  prompted 
him  to  share  his  stciiy  abeset 
MissMUiDignity,  Gcnide.Stone 
PinaiKiai  Resources'  ministn'  to 
•cupDfement  the  incomes  of  re- 
tirra  pastciHS  and  their  w-idows. 

MB6ian:Dignity  respooctod 
with  an  emeigeiVcy-  grant  that 
helped  provide  for  her  cfentol 
work  and  other  medirol  tails.  It 
%vas  in  addition  to  the  regular 
nwnthK-  assistance  the  ociupW 
had  bcOT  receiving  since  icjgcj. 

l.C.  retneiiihmred  Imw  ihc-ii 
grant  started.  "My  wife  saw  an 
articlr  in  our  stale  Baptint  paper 
years  ago  about  hrJp  tcir  jiasic-irs 
like  me.  We  applvsl  and  started 
receiving  help,  mat  made  a  kit  of 
ddhrenev  in  lair  lorw  W,- ;  ■  ndcl 


stop  at  Dairy  Queen  and  get  a 
hamburger  ooctekmally.* 

The  extra  reaources  still  make 
a  diSetenoe  for  L.C  since  Jetty’s 
death  two  years  sgo.  *1  get  a  ■ 

’Sometimes  you  have  diflferent 
oocaatons  come  cm  when  you’d 
Ufce  to  go  out  ancl  eat  or  sonie- 
tldng,  bia  you  can't  do  that  on 
$913  a  month.* 

Mis,sion-.  Dignity  assists  more 
than  1,800  retired  Southern 
Baptist  ministers  and  workc-rs  or 
th«r  w-idows  in  netd.  Individuals 
who  meet  giikielines  for  income, 
assets,  ancl  years  of  paid  South 
em  Baptist  service  are  ebgibk'  for 
$225  per  month.  Couples  receive 
$300  per  mcHith.  Tlic-  amounts 
are  $4.)0  per  month  aivl  ShcKi 
per  month  for  the  neediest  pece 
i>le  like  thctloneses  who  haw  at 
least  ^  years  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  ministry-. 

For  some,  Mission-.  Digliity 
means  being  able  to  (pt  miaii- 
needed  medical  care  they  might 
not  otherwise  nhtain.  For  others, 
h  covers  the- cost  cf  grocdrics.  util¬ 
ities.  or  eXher  necossities  -  even 
a  h^biugcr  once  in  a  w-hilcs 
The  ministry-  is  an  eapnission  of 
the  care  aixi  compassHin  of  their. 
Soutf^m  Baptist  family  servcrl 
ti>-  Mission. Dignity  recipients  in 
decades  [la-st. 

“I’m  more  thankful  lor  llie  cm 
portunity  to  pastor  than  I  am  hit 
the  help  I  nrriw."  I-C  said  "It 
w-as  a  privilege  to  tx‘  tin-  iscJor 
for  tlxse  peoples  1  may  neg  n- 
memhor  all  of  them,  la  it  i  iiav-en’l 
ftirgcgten  [lastonng  them.'" 

For  nvm'  infonitilion.  go 
.Ml  ionlhgnity.org 
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Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


Please  joiikus  for  a  special  Mississippi  training  event 
1/  f or  E  xplore  the  8ible  users. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

in  fhe  One  who  is  »he  way,  fruJh,  and  life 


Simply  sha 


re  the  following  praver  wilh  Cod 
in  your  own  words: 

l.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death,  ft  repent.) 
I.  I  believe  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  lo  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 
*  (I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  my  life, 
lis  lime  on,  I  want  lo  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
th  Him.  (I  rj*ceive  Christ  as  mv  Savior  and  lord.) 

m.  In  thrni  rte  g.oe  the  ri/fht  In  hvtnrm-  (hiliirrn  of 
M-n  In  r/i(>s<'\H/io  he/zeve  in  his  nazue."  tjohn  1:1  Jj 
Christ  >i)ttav,  uznl.ul  a  lixal  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


MKg  and  international  atn- 
^ta  ^  an  ao  far  from 
honw.  I  tm  hoping  thtt  at- 
ten^  ^  be  directed  to- 
needs.*  she  laid. 
TTm  grant  virin  have  a 
on  their  Uvea.' 
sjM  Ondy  Townaeod,  execu- 
frye  director  of  liias.  WMU/ 
Women  a  Ministries  and  also 

a  mem^r  of  the  WMU  Foun- 
Mtion  board  oftnistees.  "We 
have  an  amazing  Southern 
oairtiiit  network  to  minister 
great  times  of  need. 
Mississippi  Baptists,  in  par- 
frcular  Miss.  WMU/Vm 
to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  Wffiiam  Carey  mKi  and 

mtemational  students.' 

“tioiial 

WMU  president,  statecL  “Mv 

prayer  n  that  the  lives  of  those 
affected  will  see  the  love  erfje- 
sus  m  omgant,4»r  Ueis  the 

source  of  our  every  need.* 

.  InthemidatofthedestnK- 
hoo,  Doon^  hopes  the  victims 

Drtter  tODKxraw,*  she 


oont.  from  p.  1 

The  HBAKT  (Hnmanitar- 
iM  Emergency  Aid  for  Re- 
DOuauig  Tomorrow)  grant 
be  used  to  purchase 
cards  for  each  of  the  30 
l^U«as  wen  as  international 
Mwiits  identified  as  hav- 
iiiK  t^n  affected  by  the  tor- 
n^S  Jan.  ai  devastation  at 
Wh^r^  in  Hattiesburg. 
Weatiier  officials  have  clas- 
siffled  the  twister  as  an  EF3 
(sp&noaa.gov/ef8cale). 

My  first  thou^t  after  wit¬ 
nessing  the  vast  destruction 
in  my  community  was  that 
^  HEART  Fund  was  there 
for  iust  such  a  crisis  as  this.* 
^  Lind-  Donnell,  WMU 
FocuKlation  board  member 
coordinator  in 
^fbr  Christian 
Women.s  Job  Corpe/Chria- 
tian  Men’s  Job  Corps,  a  min- 
J^^of^omdandMim. 

The  tornado  killed  at  least 

*«»  peoide  near  the  school 
m  ■  TOMcd  several  coun- 
oM  and  then  moved  into  Ala- 
>>•«■  snd  Georgia,  aoiwing 
BHwe  da^  and  deatructiOT 
I  in  its  path. 

Donnell  said  she  was  par- 
*“«l«ny  concerned  for  the 


week.  A  butlduig  on  7^- 
CM  Avwue  that  boused  one  of 
me  unrversity  art  galleries  and 
rtudent  apartments  also  wfll 
have  to  be  wanoved. 

KIk  estimated  that  by  tiie 
tune  semester  starts  in  Au¬ 
gust,  an  the  buildings  thst  can 
“*  5?'?*  *’*  repaired  and 

re^  for  use.  Plans  are  also 
jmderway  for  replaciiM  the 
TOM  anatomy  lab.  adding  new 
wnns,  and  constructine  a  new 
Tatum  Court. 

_  Meanwhile,  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Taik 
I  Forw  ^  immediately  acti¬ 
vated  after  the  storm  sm  pro- 
ywed  over  25.000  meals  Itot 
ra  maaj  foeding  umt  based  at 
First  Church,  Petal.  Cleanup 
and  ctMnsaw  teams  associated 
with  the  task  force  were  «!««> 
sent  to  the  area. 

Don  Gann,  task  force  coor- 
dinator  and  director  of  men’s 
at  the  Mississippi 
Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  said  the  task  force  is 
™™ntly  transitioiiing  hs  #c- 
twa^  from  the  relief  ph«a. 
to  rebuild  phase.  Details 
on  t^  long-term  rebuild  eftirt 
wiU  be  released  In  the  Record 
^nd  on  the  convention  board's 
web  site,  mbcb.org. 

Individuals  and  church's 
are  encouraged  to  support  t's 
overall  relief  efforts  by  givina 
MBCB  yesigMte  thS 
Miss.  Bamifol  Disas¬ 
ter  ReileO.  For  those  wiah- 
■ug  to  earmark  a  donation  for 
WCU,  they  may  still  send  it 
throu^  MBCB  (designated  for 


uwBaptist  Hecofd  is  plaased  to  pubtish  news  and 

.zenu,  that  late 

Of  the  Meaiaaippi  Bapliai  Cozwention  Nawn  itama 
•nd/or  photographs  depicting'  benefits  and  activities  for  sacuter 
or  outside  organizations  wiR  not  be  pubkahed. 

Prsfanad  method:  news  may  be  submitted  aiectrofu^lly 
to  the  amail  address  below,  and  most  be  mchidad  si  the 
toeseego  aagment  of  an  email  form.  Secondary  method  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatfy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  Umch  pa¬ 
per  eixf  inaiied  All  articlee  must  be  reoenzed  m  writing,  no  er- 
tsdee  wiH  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  everiiresent 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  wi«  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  perrm^sibla 

Ptaase  make  artidas  coiKise.  Induda  tha  who,  what,  whea 
datails  of  tha  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
•Bdress  snd  talephone  numbar 

Pftotographs  nxist  be  submitted  alectroniczdfy  via  amaS  as 
•ttoebmerts  m  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailad 
ffireugh  the  postal  tarvica  wiN  not  ba  accaptad.  Photo- 
tpsphs  must  ba  dear,  sharp,  and  walMighted.  Photographs 
"H*  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  wiH  be  printsd  Photographs  containing  meppropri- 
ata  gestures  and  objactionabla  clothing  wiR  not  be  published 
Ceg  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resohjtion  items  that  do 
not  reproduce  wag  on  newspnm  <re  genersfly  not  publishable 
There  0  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
toil  be  ptRikihed.  and  unsolicitad  malarial  will  not  be 
Pf^irwsMedged  or  returned.  AR  news  items  are  subfect  to 
•rftong.  snd  sR  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
zteme  and/or  photographs  can  be  pubiisZied  one  bma  only 
OesdRna  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  poor  to  lequesied 
Puhficstlon  dele  Articles  that  are  not  drrte-sensitive  wiR  be 
pubiidied  on  a  specaamilsbia  basis  These  guideknes  are 
rwt  meant  to  be  sRhauttive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baphst  necozd.  PO  Bo*  530  Jackson. 

MS  3*20^0630  FAX  (BOD  2*2-3330  i-marf  baptittzecozd# 
mbcb.ozg 


WCi;  support  may  be  sent  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  university  at  WCU, 
498  Tuscan-Ave.,  Hattiesburg, 
MS  39401  (designated  “Disas¬ 
ter  F^ind"). 


In-kind  donations  such  as 
non-jk-rishable  (ikkI,  shws, 
clothing,  and  gift  card.s  arc 
currently  not  tii-ing  jcceplis) 
through  .MBCB. 
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BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 
IN  NORTH  MISSISSIPPI 

r-J!?*  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 

teamft  M^ut  d^ndem  chHdren  br  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 

and  of  g^reputation  with  standards 
Bi^  ^s  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  VU- 

r^eive  a  sabry  vrith  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed 

hmK-T  ^  *  home-like  environment  that 

PomiKM  and  hornework  to  bundry  aiKl  meah  vvhen  on  duty. 

somewhat  depend^ 

ssrwisrtSr.ii- -  - 

contact 

2242.  **  ccade@baptlstchildrensvillage.com  or  60 1  -922- 
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Timid  Warrior  •  Judges  6: 1 1-16,  25-32 


in  the  world  u  a  terebinth  tree? 
W^o  were  tiiose  folks  called  Midiaa- 
1^7  How  does  God  mold  His  people 
i«o  nratwe  behevere?  Let’s  colwider 
role  of  Judge  Gideon  and  an8%ver 
these  questions. 

Acco^g  to  Judges  6:1-2  (NKJV), 
did  evil  in  the 
*igte  rf  the  Lord.  So  the  Lord  ddiv- 
ered  them  into  the  hand  of  Midian  for 
seven  years,  and  the  hiuid  of  Midian 
M^ed  agai^  brael.’  Once  again 
l*5«hte8  had  tum^  away  ^m 
.K  Tliere- 

fore.  tte  Uird  allowed  the  Israelites  to 
be^rfoken.  The  Children  of  Israel  fi- 
cned  out  to  the  Lord  for  help  (v 
7)  and  He  sent  Gkfeon.  ^  ^ 

I'irBt,  let’s  answer  our  questions.  In 

yem  ^  we  rtwd  about  the  Angel  of  the 

“f"’  ‘erebmth  tree,  and  Si  Midi- 

M*®  *•>«  Lofd? 


ffo^tb^iSSlSlge*^^^^  Se”JeSSt foM'*-  “ 

lies  were  deacendants  of  sawi  in  ManasaA.  and  I  am  rhp 

mael,  the  Mi&nito^ie  the  pres^  and  assured 

dants  of  another  He  said,  “Peace  be 

PniiiM^vse.  o _ you:  do  not  fear,  vfiii  «h*ll  firtf  riL^* 


,  -  w— liUIl 

tne  Anpl  of  the  Lord  is  actually  a  visi- 
tati^  by  the  pre-incamate  ChtM,  bet- 
ter  l^wn  as  a  Christophany. 

While  Deborah  found  shade  under  a 
?•“”  i***  Angel  of  the  Lord  sat  un¬ 

der  a  terebinth  tree.  The  terebinth  tree 
.bn^-leafed  tree  that  provided 
jnade  in  tte  warm  weather  and  lost  its 
Iwves  in  the  cooler  weather.  This  tree 
also  wu  called  a  turpentine  tree  be¬ 
cause  of  its  strong-ameUing  sap 


— u,  nuninams  sons. 
Following  Sarahs  death,  Abraham 

.  m«tned  Returah.  She  bore  six  sons  in- 

How  doM  God  mold  His  people  into 
iMture  believers?  God  molds  His  peo- 
■  of  believers  through^ 

•to  Him. 

When  God  ^ 

called  him,  ' 

^tilPHie  Bible 

Liz  i4cGraw 

Through 
acts  of 
obedience 
and  service 

to  Go<L  Gideon  matured  into  a  “miahtv 
man  of  valor"  (v.  12).  ^  ^ 

Unsure  and  Untested  - 
Jndiges  6:11-16 

God  called  an  insecure  Gideon  to  be 
His  great  warrior  Judge.  Gideon’s  ini- 
M  response  was  filled  with  questions 
be  questioned  God’s  power  and 
abUKy  to  use  him  to  defeat  the  Midi- 
•??***■  "Pben  he  questioned  his  own 
abUities.  He  said,  ‘O  my  Lord,  how 


6.  j  ,  .aao  (jicocnct:  aoa  assured 

i^n  of  victory.  He  said,  “Peace  be 
with  you;  ^  not  fear,  you  shall  not  die" 
IV.  M).  Gideon  built  an  altar  there  as  a 
m^r  of  C^’s  assurance.  He  named 
**  •»  Peace,"  also  known  as 

Jehovah  Shalom.” 

^  ?'?*.?**•*  ~  Judges  6:25-27 

God  directed  Gideon  to  his  first  act 
of  service. 
God  told 
W  Gideon  to 

ii  I  ft  \  down 

Ibis  ,  j— -V  ,1;' 

«'  a  *9  snd  offer  a 

sacrifice  to 
Him  in  the 
same  loca- 
tion.  Gide- 

_  .  on  took  10 

men  with  him  at  night  and  did  as  God 
had  directed  him. 

A  Father’s  Defense  — 

Judges  6:28-32 

Havi^  di^vered  the  destruction 
of  the  Baal  idol,  the  men  of  the  city 
inituM  an  investigation  and  discov- 
ered  Gideon  had  destroyed  it.  TTiey 
J**™  for  Gideon’s  father,  Joash,  to 
Mnd  Gidecn  over  to  them  for  execu¬ 
tion.  Joash  mockingly  challenged  the 


men,  caUing  on  Baal  to  defend  his  ahar 
If  he  WM  reaUy  worthy.  Joash  changed 
Gideons  name  to  Jerubbaal  to  mark 
the  destruction  of  the  altar  of  Baal. 

Haying  passed  his  first  test,  Gide¬ 
on  s  faith  became  a  little  stronger. 
However,  he  was  still  unsure.  \^en 
God  called  Gideon  to  lead  an  attack 
on  the  enemy,  Gideon  asked  God  for 
a  sign.  Recognizing  Gideon’s  timid- 
imss,  God  confirmed  His  call  through 
Gi^n  s  fleece.  Gideon  obeyed  God 
^gathe^  a  mighty  army,  -fben  God 
s^ched  Gideon  a  bit  farther  by  cut¬ 
ting  the  army  of  thirty-two  thousand 
down  to  only  three  hundred  men.  With 
his  8^11  band  of  warriors  and  God  on 
his  side,  Gideon  defeated  the  Midian- 
ite^  Through  each  act  of  service  to  the 
Lord,  Gideon  matured  and  became  a 
mighw  vrarrior  and  judge. 

Gideon  s  story  is  a  wonderful  word 
of  encouragement  and  assurance  for 
us  because  we  are  reminded  that  God 
often  uses  weak  and  imperfect  people 
to  bnng  almut  His  purposes.  He  knows 
they  will  have  a  greater  dependence 
upon  Him.  God  molds  His  people  into 
mature  believers  through  acts  of  scr- 
Y'9®,  *°  Him.  Believers  grow  in  their 
taith  by  being  obedient  to  God. 

McGraw  is  development  director 
of  Crossroads  SW  Counseling  Center 
a  conference  speaker,  life  coach,  and 
member  of  tVoodville  Church. 


Folowing  with  Joy  •  PhiUppians  2: 1-1 1 


^^•uve?"  What  does  Paul  mean  by 
love  when  Im  says,  “if  any  conaola- 
uon  «  love,"  in  the  Holman  Christian 
Sfoodard  Blt^  translation  of  Pfailip- 
P**?*  *:t.  King  James  translates  tnu 
praise  from  that  first  verse  of  the  sec- 
ond  mpter  this  way,  “if  any  comfort 
from  his  (Christ’s)  love." 

^is  statement  about  comfort  from 
^rut  reminds  me  of  praying  with  a 
femuy  just  tefore  a  nmeral  when  I 
have  often  said  “Our  only  real  comfort 
comes  from  God  through  Jesus  “  My 
tope  is  that  such  a  statement  will  point 
TO  grieving  family  to  Christ’s  love, 
inu  .r^  hope  is  related  to  the  theme 
of  Paul  s  qiistlr  to  the  PhiUppians  ex¬ 
plaining  “Joy.’ 

So  auin  I  say,  “Love?"  To  under- 
the  passage  we  study  Uxlay  we 
toed  to  seek  to  understand  what  the 
Apoatle  is  errititig  about  when  he  says 
love.  Our  friends  who  are  Greek  schol¬ 
ars  would  want  us  to  know  the  Greek 
wOTd  here  is  *agi^“  and  they  would  say 
Jnla  w  God  like  love.  This  w  the  word 
love  in  i  John  4:8  “God  is  love."  But  a 
Grok  word  doesn't  speak  to  me  in  the  i 
deepest  levels  of  my  mnrt  language.  I 
tove  is  emotional  (maybe  even  ro-  | 
manticL  deeply  teak  spiritual.  Certain-  I 
W  Paul  s  use  of  love  providing  comfort  ’ 
tosdeep  meaning.  The  young  mother  I 
■aejdngtogive  her  aB  to  her  young  child  t 
(oaby),  striving  completely  to  meet  his 
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every  need  points  us  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion  to  explain  why  Christ's  love  wxHild 
comfort  Paul's  readers'  (this  inclu^  us 
if  we  are  reading  this  portion  of  scrip¬ 
ture  that  Paul  wrote).  Maybe,  you  hair 
never  been  a  young  mother.  And  you 
like  I  need  another  example  of  love  to 
smak  to  you  through  your  experienci'. 
All  of  our  examples,  even  thoufto  we  can 
find  many  fall  short  of  Christ's  totally 
consoling  love. 

Have  you  experienced  or  seen  the 
love  of  the  young  Christian  couple  Ju.st 
married 
or  perhaps 
engaged  to 
be  married 
soon  and 
totally  con¬ 
vinced  that 
it  is  God's 
perfect  will 
that  they 
marry.  Or 
maybe,  if 

the  couple  has  been  married  many 
years  -  48  or  50  or  60  or  more,  and 
are  stiil  convinced  that  they  arc  one 
because  of  God's  leadership  into  his 
perfect  will.  The  writer  of  Proverbs 
talks  of  this  kind  of  love  when  he  savs. 
“Who  can  find  a  virtuous  woman?  For 
her  price  is  far  above  rubies.  The  heart 
of  her  husband  doth  safely  trust  in  her, 

.  She  will  do  him  good  and  not  evil 


all  the  days  of  her  life,*  Proverbs  31:10- 
12  (KJ\'),  Then  continuing  in  verse  25 
“Strength  and  honor  are  her  clothing,  . 
.  .  She  opems  her  mouth  with  wi.sdom; 
and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kind¬ 
ness.  .  Her  children  arise  up,  and  call 
her  blessed,  her  husband  also,  and  he 
prai.seth  her.  Many  daughters  have 
done  rirtuoiisly,  but  thou  excellest 
them  all.” 

I  can  he^  to  understand  this  de¬ 
scription  of  love  that  would  comfort  in 
any  situation.  It  matches  my  experience 
and  gives 
me  greater 
hope  whefi 
1  realiw 

Bible  Studies  ferttfe  chr.!;'^ 

hi/A  Don  Hicks 

sUj  more  com- 

Paul  tells 
the  Philip¬ 
pian  church 

that  this  kind  of  love  and  encourage¬ 
ment  that  should  be  practiced  in  the 
church.  “Having  the  same  love,  shar¬ 
ing  the  same  fedings,  focusing  on  one 
goal.  .  .  but  in  humilit)'  consider  others 
as  more  important  than  vourselves.  .  . 
Make  your  own  attitude  that  of  Christ 
Jesus,  Philippians  2:2-5  (HCSB). 

Paul  s  challeMe  to  “Make  your  own 
attitude  that  of  Cnrist  Jesus'  turns  out 


to  be  a  very  demanding  challenge.  "In-' 
stead  He  (God's  One  and  Only  Son) 
emptied  Himself  bv  assuming  the  form 
of  a  slave  taking  on  the  likeness  of 
men."  Philippians  2:7a  (HCSB).  Paul 
says.  “He  numhled  Himself.*  verse 
Ha.  Since  humbling  ourselves  is  such 
a  major  task  i.sn't  it  reassuring  that  to¬ 
day  s  Bible  Study  passage  began  telling 
us  of  the  encouragement  that  comes 
throuf^  Christ. 

Chri.st  “humbled  Himself  by  benitii 
ing  obedient  to  the  point  of  death 
even  to  death  on  a  cross,*  I’hilippi- 
ans  2:8  (HCSB).  We  have  salvation 
available  hecau.se  of  this  .act  ol  love  bv  ' 
Christ  .lesus.  In  ecsta.sy,  Paul  almo.M 
shouted,  “For  this  reason  God  highlv 
exalted  Him  and  gave  Him  the  name 
that  is  above  every  name,.*  Philippians 
2:g  (HCSB).  Kxplaining  Jesus'  exalt¬ 
ed  name  and  the  ioy  we  have  in  Jcsu.s' 
total  victory  Paul  paraphrases  Isafth 
4.5|^23  saying: 

“So  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every 
knee  will  bow  of  thosi*  wlui  are  in 
heaven  and  on  th-  earth  and  under  the 
earth  -  and  even  tongue  .should  con 
foss  that  .lesus  Ohrist  is  laird,  to  the 
glory  of  GikI  the  Father,*  Philippians- 
210-11  (HCSB). 

Hicks  is  associutional  missions  ill 
rector  for  Jasper  Assix-iation  in  Hau 
Springs. 


Churches  answer  perennial  Super  Bowl  question 


NASHVILLE  (BP) For  chuidies  with  Having  more  than  half  of  the  country 

Sundm  night  activities,  most  pastors  say  watch  the- Snper  Bowl  creates  an  issue 
it’s  wtn  ‘same  on*  dttpite  the  mod-  ier  churches  mat  ueua^  have  activities 
anticipated  Super  Bowl  U  matchup  this  scheduled  during  that  time. 
aiimtsy  evening  betweerr  die  New  Eitt-  *WhOe  Christians  bcheve  the  truth 
land  Fatriota  and  Atlanta  Faicoostrf^  does  not  diange,  we  recognize  peaetkes 
Natick  Fn^diaQLeNPK.  often  do,*  MeCoondS  said.  ‘Churches 

According  to  a  new  study  £cam  Life-  face  a  ^ffioilt  task  of  navigating 
Wi[(y  the  prUling  arm  of  life-  tween  wEodng  to  renttin  oocortercul- 

WayChristian  Resources  d{ the  Southern  tuial  and  ilSl  ceachiiig  the  culture.  In 
Baptist  Convention  in  Nadiv^  69%  of  thsi  study,  we  find  churches  coining  to 
Protestant  pastors  say  their  chura  Wpi-  different  conclusions  for  their  oemgrega- 
•  jb  has  some  activity  on  normal  »in-  tion  and  local  context.* 

WV  nigfats  throughout  the  ytai.  Among  Fastens  of  churches  with  fewer  than 
Ibose  pastors,  59^  ssy  they  win  continue  looinattendaticeaielikelytomavefar- 
as  normal  on  me  nisteofthr  big  game.  ward  witiuwt  dimption  on  Super  Bowl 

*K  fa  easy  to  thi3t  everyone  is  watdi-  Sunday.  Stxly'«ight  percent  of  .tiMM 
ing  the  ga^*  safo  Soott  McConoell;  paston  said  thm  church’s  activities 

executive  director  of  . _ ,  would  go  on  as  usuaL  Churches  with  icx> 

lJfeV'’ay  Research,  '  or  more  were  much  more  split,  with  52)! 

contimuDg  as  normal,  m 

*The  overall  peicentage  oontinuing 
normal  Sunday  evening  activities  is  driv¬ 
en  by  sinaBer  ciuinhev  McConnell  said. 

Pastors  in  the  Northeast  (53X)  and 
MidwcatfsiX)  aieless  hkdy  to  continue 


Dom  your  church  typically 
contmue,  cancel,  or  adjust 
Sunday  nightactivfties 
on  Su^r  Bowl  Sunday? 


of  Americans  are  doing 
otber  things  that  are 
impcHtant  to  tiiem.  For 
many,  tiiat  indudes  at- 


churth.' 


‘Gray  divorce,’  disease  on  rise  among  older  people 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Increasing  rates 
of  divorce  and  sexually  transmitted 
infections  (STIa)  among  some  popula¬ 
tions  over  ^  coidd  raise  chaBengn  for 
pastors  ministering  to  senior  admts  in 
the  coming  yean,  warn  studies  from 
twocountnes. 

In  December,  England's  chief  medi¬ 
cal  officer  Sally  Davies  reported  a  38X 
increaae  in  STTs  among  Britons  ages 
50-TO,  The  Telegraph  reported.  Mean¬ 
while,  U.S.  ceaearchets  at  Bowling 
Qteen  State  University  in  Kemucky  say 
t^  divorce  rate  for  Amerfeans  50  and 
older  has  doubled  since  1990  —  even 
though  the  overall  U.S.  divorce  rate  luis 
remained  eaaentially  uochangpd  in  the 
same  time  period. 

Kenneth  Long,  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  Sun  City,  Ax.,  a  well-known  retire¬ 
ment  cummunity  that  reeptires  a  mini¬ 
mum  age  of  55,  toM  Baptist  Press  the 
biggest  challenge  in  his  ministry  field 
among  both  professing  Christians  and 
nonlwievien  IS  senior  aduhs  living  to¬ 
gether  without  being  married. 

Senior  adult  cohabitation  seems 
to  occur  because  of  lonelineas  and  fi- 
n^cial  needs.  Long  said.  ‘One  or  the 
dUier  has  retirement  they  might  lose 
If  they  TcmaiTic<L  S9  they’re  uiooahig 
to  [cohabitate]  for  fmancial  rcssMioa 


